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August	15,	2019	by	Mike	BerginEach	challenge	proves	more	than	expected	at	first	glance.	The	road	to	fame	as	a	performer,	for	example,	requires	talent,	but	also	hustle	and	bustle,	charisma	and	connections.	Sporting	success	also	derives	not	only	from	physical	conditioning	and	mastery	of	a	set	of	dedicated	skills,	but	also	from	a	set	of	professional	and
psychological	qualities	that	distinguish	champions	from	the	rest.	Of	course,	you	need	to	master	the	content	and	strategies	that	lead	to	maximum	points	in	each	section	of	a	given	exam.	Of	course,	you	also	need	to	learn	the	structure	of	the	exam	from	the	inside	out	so	that	you	can	perfect	your	time	management	plan	and	test	day	routine.	Of	course,	you
even	have	to	think	seriously	about	what	kind	of	snacks,	clothes,	clock,	calculator	and	even	spices	may	lead	to	a	particular	exam.	But	do	you	really	need	to	pay	attention	to	the	little	things	like	how	you	bubble	into	the	response	options?ABSOLUTELY.	The	reality	of	standardized	testing	is	that	you	don’t	get	points	based	on	what	you	know.	Instead,	you
are	awarded	points	based	on	the	answer	options	you	select	and	bubbles	on	your	answer	sheet.	These	tests	are	widely	administered	and	industrially	qualified,	which	for	paper	and	lpice	testing	means	running	the	Scantron	sheets	through	optical	scanners.	Therefore,	your	score	depends	in	part	on	your	ability	and	accuracy	to	bubble	into	the	response
options.	Fun!To	make	sure	you	pass	this	part	of	the	exam,	follow	some	simple	rules.	For	example,	just	check	one	answer	for	each	question	and	make	sure	to	bubble	the	choice	of	a	question	in	the	correct	row.	If	you	delete,	do	it	completely,	as	incomplete	deletions	can	be	scored	as	desired	answers;	if	you	double	bubble,	you	will	be	mismarked	even	if
one	of	your	choices	is	correct.You’ll	always	want	to	use	a	lupee	of	wood	#	2	in	standardized	tests	because	the	optical	scanners	used	for	grade	tests	are	calibrated	for	those	brands.	If	you	want	to	be	very	specific,	lightly	boring	spines	fill	stuffed	faster	than	very	sharp.	Also	make	sure	to	fill	every	dark	bubble	and	completely,	avoiding	any	mark	of	estrado
in	your	response	sheet:	Another	factor	that	confuses	every	test	taker	is	the	time.	With	regard	to	common	responses,	you	must	fill	each	response	before	the	time	is	called,	as	continuing	to	write	after	a	section	has	ended	you	will	surely	have	your	invalidated	test.	Here,	as	in	every	other	aspect	of	the	test	take,	we	can	weigh	several	options	with	one	eye
towards	optimization:1.	Answer	each	question	in	your	test	book,	then	fill	the	bubble	that	matches	in	your	test	network.	2.	Respond	to	a	question	page	in	your	test	book,	then	fill	the	bubbles	that	match	your	test	network.	3.	Answer	all	the	questions	in	a	section	in	your	test	book,	then	fill	the	bubbles	that	match	your	test	network.	Although	all	these
options	seem	similar,	not	all	are	equal.	For	example,	the	#3	option	is	a	horrible	idea!	Imagine	how	many	test	intakers	run	out	of	time	at	the	end	of	a	section,	and	then	consider	how	their	scores	would	be	if	they	never	bubbled	their	answers.	Always	bubble	as	you	go,	either	question	per	question	or	page	per	page.	Note	that	you	should	always	mark	your
answers	in	your	test	book	as	well!	Somehow,	being	scored	in	the	good	or	bad	that	can	fill	with	bubbles	doesn't	seem	fair.	But	success	in	any	effort	depends	on	execution,	excellence	in	all	the	big	and	small	aspects	that	a	task	requires.	When	you	really	look	at	it,	the	bubbling	in	your	response	options	should	be	the	least	of	your	concerns	on	the	test	day
and	surely	the	easiest	part	of	taking	a	high-stakes	test.	In	addition,	you	can	take	advantage	of	advanced	response	elimination	strategies.	Bubble	as	a	prop	to	make	the	most	of	your	test	day	efforts.	Standardized	testingMultiple	Score	I’ve	heard	several	people	say	that	the	best	way	to	save	time	on	ACT	is	to	bubble	on	all	their	answers	on	the	answer
sheet	at	the	end.	I	tried	it	in	english	yesterday	and	was	literally	bubbling	on	the	last	question	While	they	called	time.	Filling	in	75	bubbles	while	being	checked	through	the	test	brochure	to	see	your	answers	requires	at	least	3-5	minutes	of	spare	at	the	end	of	the	section.	Do	any	of	you	use	this	method	and,	if	so,	how?	No	matter	how	you	prepare	for	the
event,	whether	you	have	a	tutor,	take	a	class	or	study	alone,	you	must	have	access	to	official	printable	act	tests.	These	tests	are	published	by	ACT,	Inc.,	and	contain	real	questions	given	to	real	students	on	previous	test	dates.	Although	all	these	questions	have	been	removed	from	circulation	(which	means	you	will	never	see	them	in	the	actual	act),	their
quality	is	insurmountable	when	it	comes	to	the	practice	of	the	realistic	act.	In	this	post,	I'll	tell	you	where	you	can	find	all	official	act	practice	tests	to	print	with	response	keys.	I	will	also	provide	you	with	key	strategies	to	help	you	make	great	improvements	in	each	practice	test.	COVID-19	(Coronavirus)	Cancellations	of	the	Law	Cancellations	Some	test
dates	were	canceled	in	2020	due	to	the	Coronavirus	pandemic,	and	there	is	the	possibility	of	more	cancellations	in	2021.	Make	sure	you	see	our	FAQ	article	for	more	information	on	which	test	dates	are	affected	and	what	that	means	to	you.	7	Free	and	free	Act	Practice	Tests	Below	are	the	seven	PDF	files	currently	available	for	official	event	testing.
Although	some	practice	tests	are	old	(out	of	2005),	the	format	of	the	Law	has	not	changed	much	since	(except	the	introduction	of	a	redesigned	writing	section	in	2015),	so	basically	it	is	still	taking	the	same	test	from	more	than	a	decade	ago.	Each	test	includes	a	full	answer	key	so	you	can	qualify	your	test.	Is	there	a	few	years	missing?	This	is	because
Act,	Inc.,	oftenthe	same	practice	test	in	consecutive	years.	For	example,	the	2015-2016	test	is	identical	to	the	2016-2017	and	2017-2018	tests,	and	the	2018-2019	test	is	identical	to	the	2019-2020	and	2020-2021	tests.	We	have	included	the	form	ID	for	each	test	(in	parentheses)	so	you	can	check	which	is	the	and	what	is	different	(the	ID	is	located	at
the	bottom	left	corner	of	each	page).	Once	you	have	downloaded	a	PDF	practice	test,	I	recommend	that	you	print	it	out	and	work	through	it	on	paper	using	official	time	limits	(more	at	this	time).	Please	note	that	these	tests	are	not	a	cure	for	your	ACT	problems.	To	use	them	effectively,	you	will	need	to	learn	what	they	do	and	not	do.	You	will	also	need
to	make	sure	that	you	are	using	ACT	practice	tests	at	optimal	frequency	(in	other	words,	don’t	take	one	too	close	to	your	ACT	test	date!).	But,	how	else	can	you	use	official	practice	tests	in	your	ACT	preparation?	6	Strategies	to	get	the	most	out	of	ACT	Practice	Tests	When	you	set	aside	four	hours	for	an	ACT	practice	test,	it’s	important	to	try	to	get	the
most	out	of	your	time	and	energy.	Using	our	six	critical	tips	to	follow,	as	you	take	your	ACT	tests	can	help	you	prepare	more	effectively	for	the	test	day.	#1:	Print	the	exam	and	work	through	it	on	paper	You	are	going	to	take	the	real	ACT	on	paper	(unlike	a	computer),	so	it	is	better	to	emulate	this	format	by	taking	each	practice	test	on	paper,	too.	Do
your	scratch	job	directly	in	your	“test	book”	(in	other	words,	not	on	separate	pieces	of	scratch	paper	–	remember,	you	will	not	receive	any	extra	paper	on	the	test	day,	although	you	are	allowed	to	take	notes	directly	on	your	test!).	If	you	are	taking	the	Writing	(essay)	section,	be	sure	to	use	the	online	essay	paper	(included	in	each	PDF	above)	to	write
your	essay	by	hand.	#2:	Keep	Time	Tighter	in	Each	Section	Many	students	struggle	with	time	pressure	in	ACT.	Going	over	the	time	limit	of	a	section	in	just	two	minutes	can	make	a	noticeable	difference	in	your	score	since	you	are	essentially	the	opportunity	to	answer	two	or	three	more	questions.	That	is	why	it	is	so	important	to	adhere	to	the	official
deadlines.	This	will	not	only	help	you	get	used	to	the	test	structure,	but	will	also	allow	you	to	learn	how	to	identify	your	weaknesses.	Here	are	the	official	deadlines	of	the	ACT	as	well	as	How	long	should	you	aim	to	spend	per	question	in	each	section:	Time	of	the	section	per	section	per	question	in	English	45	minutes	36	seconds	mathematics	60
minutes	60	seconds	reading	35	minutes	52	seconds	science	35	minutes	52	seconds	writing	(optional)	40	minutes	40	minutes	But	no	less	important,	the	act	is	not	without	rest,	so	make	sure	to	rest	during	your	test,	too!	#	3:	Take	the	test	in	a	single	session,	if	possible,	the	act	is	a	marathon:	it	lasts	about	four	hours,	and	you	have	to	take	it	on	a	Saturday
morning.	Thousands	of	students	have	told	me	how	difficult	it	is	to	stay	focused	throughout	the	exam	and	how	easy	it	is	to	make	neglected	mistakes	at	the	end	of	the	test.	Like	training	for	a	marathon,	you	should	make	sure	that	you	have	enough	resistance	to	succeed	in	the	event.	And	the	best	way	to	do	this	is	to	take	a	practice	test	in	a	single	session,
as	you	will	do	on	the	day	of	the	test.	If	there	is	no	possible	way	for	you	to	take	an	act	test	in	a	session	(e.g.,	you	may	be	an	athlete	and	have	practice	every	day	you	wear	it	completely),	it	is	good	to	divide	the	test	in	several	days,	only	While	you	are	obeying	exactly	the	time	limit	of	each	section.	In	the	end,	it	is	better	to	do	some	practice	than	anything	at
all!	#4	Review	your	answers	and	mistakes	The	main	point	of	taking	the	practice	tests	of	the	Law	is	not	simply	asking	many	questions:	it	is	to	be	able	to	learn	from	their	mistakes.	For	every	test	you	take,	check	all	your	mistakes,	as	well	as	all	the	questions	you	got.	If	you	don't	know	why	you	missed	a	question,	you	didn't	overvisit	it!	Doing	this	means
that	you	will	not	learn	from	your	mistakes	and	will	continue	to	do	it	over	and	over	again,	which	will	reduce	your	score.	Ultimately,	learn	to	reward	the	quality	of	the	study	on	quantity.	It's	best	to	take	three	ACT	practice	tests	with	a	detailed	review	instead	of	six	testsNo	review.	#5:	Taking	at	least	4	practice	tests	before	Test	Day	is	based	on	my
experience	with	thousands	of	students,	I	have	found	that	taking	four	practical	practicesmakes	you	extremely	comfortable	with	the	act	in	all	aspects:	time,	resistance	and	even	stress.	While	you	can	definitely	take	more	than	four	tests	if	you	want,	you	will	need	to	balance	this	practice	with	some	prepament	focused	on	your	weaknesses	so	you	can
progress	faster.	#6:	No	score	improvement?	complement	your	practice	tests	some	students	are	great	at	listening	to	practice	tests	to	study	for	themselves,	they	will	see	an	error	they	made,	instantly	realize	why	they	did	it,	and	then	they	will	avoid	doing	it	in	the	future.	That	said,	most	students	need	additional	help	to	determine	so	weaknesses	and
reduce	the	key	skills	and	strategies	of	testing.	some	of	the	best	options	for	preparing	help	include	hiring	a	tutor,	buying	a	full-time	book	act,	and	taking	an	online	act	preparation	course.	our	dedicated	guide	can	help	you	find	out	which	method	of	preparation	works	best	for	oted.	What's	next?	Ready	to	get	a	perfect	act	score?	read	our	famous	guide	on
what	is	needed,	written	by	an	expert	36	marker.	if	you	are	pointing	to	the	best	results	in	the	four	sections	of	the	act,	read	our	detailed	strategy	guides	on	how	to	get	a	36	in	English	act,	act	math,	act	reading	and	science	act.	Once	you	have	all	your	preparation	resources	act	together,	it's	time	to	build	a	study	plan.	our	expert	advice	will	help	you	build
the	study	plan	act	that	is	best	for	oted!	Do	you	want	to	improve	your	act	score	at	4	points?	Take	a	look	at	our	best	class	online	act	preparation	program.	we	guarantee	your	money	if	you	do	not	improve	your	score	act	on	4	points	or	more.	our	program	is	completely	online,	and	personalizes	your	preparation	program	to	so	strengths	and	weaknesses.	we
also	have	expert	instructors	who	can	qualify	each	of	sofrom	ACT	practice,	giving	comments	on	how	to	improve	your	score.	Take	a	look	at	our	5-day	trial:	test:
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