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Media Platforms Design TeamlIn an hour-long conversation 2 years ago, Elmore Leonard used the word “satisfied” 17 times to describe his attitude toward life. Anyone who has thrilled to Leonard’s brilliant capers, crime cocktails, and Western throw downs—Out of Sight, Get Shorty, Freaky Deaky, and the newly published Raylan—knows the 86-year-
old author uses language sparingly, leaving out the parts readers skip, he likes to say.“I may have been overdoing it. But ‘satisfied’ is the word,” he deadpans today. “I'm happy.” Why wouldn’t he be? After decades of abortive Hollywood adaptations, Tinseltown’s finally getting Dutch (his nickname, cribbed from a little-known, 1940s knuckleball
pitcher for the Washington Senators) right. FX’s Justified, launching its third season this Tuesday night, with season 2 just released on DVD, is pitch-perfect: a thrilling, romantic, modern-day Western that pits a flawed man of action against villains more colorful and inscrutable than a Keith Haring canvass. If you haven't been watching, start: It's one
of television’s best shows.Leonard has “a thing” for Justified’s hero, Raylan Givens (Timothy Olyphant), as evidenced by Givens’ multiple appearances in the author’s canon—three novels and a long short story. We can't help but love Raylan, too—as Leonard says, “When Raylan shows up, everything gets done and no one else has a chance with the
ladies.”More from MensHealth.com: The 2012 Spartacus WorkoutSo how can you be more like Raylan Givens? Leonard gives us his wisdom.Be Ready. "Life gives you chance encounters: the kind of situation where you see someone and you just know something’s there. Most of us keep walking down the street. Raylan’s likely to stop. It keeps his life



interesting. He’s aware that anything can happen so he sees things when they do happen."Be Who You Are. "Raylan upholds the law, but he does not agree with all of the laws. He has kind of an oblique take on things. He follows his conscience. That’s who he is and what he does. I like that."Remember to Laugh. "Raylan is very liberal and he’s a man
of action. And he doesn’t take much of anything very seriously. We’'re probably alike in that regard."Be Effective. "I can get Raylan into almost any situation and he’ll know what to do. Give him a bad guy, he’ll know how to disarm him. Give him a girl, he’ll know how to make it okay. He’s effective. That’s the beauty of Raylan Givens."Be Happy. "Don’t
worry about anything. Don’t worry about anything—unless you absolutely know what the outcome will be. People worry about things that never happen to them. You waste your life like that. Raylan wastes little."Don’t Mess with the Horns. "I'm writing a book now called Sweetmary. It’s about a former bull rider who’s now raising bulls, and he’s
involved with three women—a movie star, a prison admissions worker, and a poker-playing court reporter. They keep slipping away from him, because he’s spending too much time with the bulls. And that’s before Raylan shows up. Spend too much time with the bulls, you lose the girls. Raylan knows that."More from MensHealth.com: Look 5 Years
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