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Sorry,	ladies,	but	when	it	comes	to	questionable	online	information,	it	looks	like	men	have	the	upper	hand.	A	new	study	breaks	down	Wikipedia	users	by	gender	—	and,	whether	it’s	reading	or	writing,	this	is	one	domain	the	dudes	definitely	dominate.	The	Wikipedia	Gender	Gap	The	study,	conducted	by	the	Wikimedia	Foundation	and	previewed	in	a
Wall	Street	Journal	blog,	finds	an	overwhelming	87	percent	of	Wikipedia	contributors	are	men.	Even	when	it	comes	to	simply	browsing	and	reading,	the	ratio	still	skews	toward	the	guys:	Sixty-nine	percent	of	Wikipedia	readers	are	male,	the	study	indicates.	So	what	gives?	According	to	the	research,	guys	may	be	more	altruistic	and	keen	on	getting	the
facts	right	—	at	least,	when	we’re	talking	about	community-driven	online	encyclopedias.	About	70	percent	of	contributors	say	their	main	motivation	is	sharing	accurate	information.	(The	other	30	percent,	unfortunately,	seem	hell-bent	on	sharing	inaccurate	info.	All	the	color-coding	in	the	world	probably	can’t	stop	them,	either.)	Some	other	highlights
from	the	research:	•	The	average	Wikipedia-using	guy	is	26;	the	average	Wikipedian	woman	is	24.	•	About	a	fifth	of	the	users	hold	a	graduate	degree.	•	The	main	reasons	people	don’t	contribute	are	lack	of	time	(translation:	better	things	to	do),	satisfaction	with	simply	reading	entries	(translation:	better	things	to	do),	and	lack	of	knowledge	on	how	to
actually	edit	the	pages	(translation:	better	things	to	do).	The	complete	study	is	set	to	be	released	in	November,	after	which	point	a	Wikipedia	page	about	it	will	presumably	surface…and	soon	thereafter	be	desecrated	with	erroneous	information.	JR	Raphael	regularly	mocks	technology	at	eSarcasm,	his	new	geek	humor	site.	You	can	keep	up	with	him
on	Twitter:	@jr_raphael.	Somehow	it	took	more	than	twenty	years	to	honor	a	man	who	saved	us	all.If	you	were	alive	on	September	26,	1983,	when	I	was	12	years	old,	you	almost	didn’t	make	it	through	the	day.	If	you	are	too	young	to	have	lived	that	day,	you	were	almost	never	born.Accounts	vary,	as	the	facts	of	historical	events	often	become	jumbled
over	the	years.	What	we	believe	we	know	for	fact,	if	there	is	such	a	thing	in	history,	is	that	there	was	a	man	in	a	bunker	whose	inaction	saved	the	world	from	a	full	scale	nuclear	war.	His	name	is	Stanislav	Petrov,	he	was	a	lieutenant	colonel	in	the	Soviet	Air	Defence	Forces.The	Soviets,	whose	scientists	were	considered	extremely	honorable	and	elite
human	beings,	had	recently	put	into	place	a	new	system	to	detect	missile	launches—first	strike	type	missile	launches.	The	system	was	largely	untested,	but	with	the	arms	race	constantly	escalating	during	the	paranoid	time	of	the	Cold	War,	there	wasn’t	always	time	for	second	guessing.	The	Soviet	Union	and	the	United	States	were	both	desperately
keen	on	keeping	the	upper	hand—as	well	as	maintaining	the	sickening	notion	of	“mutually	assured	destruction.”	MAD.	The	most	appropriate	acronym	ever	in	all	of	history.Lieutenant	Petrov	was	in	a	bunker	monitoring	for	what	every	Soviet	feared:	a	US	first	strike.	To	his	surprise,	it	happened.	A	missile.	Another.	More.	A	total,	according	to	some
accounts,	of	five	nuclear	warheads	were	dashing	toward	the	Soviet	Union.There	were	protocols	to	follow.	There	were	buttons	to	push.	There	were	launch	officers	to	alert—the	only	appropriate	response	to	a	US	first	strike	was	full	scale	retaliation.	As	hundreds	of	Soviet	missiles	filled	the	air,	the	US	would	have	countered	with	everything	it	had.The
survivors	would	be	the	unlucky	ones.	Continued…	We've	selected	the	very	best	free	photo	editors	that	are	a	cut	above	the	basic	functionality	you'll	find	in	native	software.The	best	laptops	for	photo	editingProfessional-grade	photo	editing	software	can	be	expensive	-	very	expensive.	Go-to	photo	editor	Photoshop	has	a	hefty	subscription	and	most	of	its
key	rivals	will	hit	you	in	the	pocket	for	their	software.However,	there	are	free	photo	editors	that	can	perform	more	tasks	than	you	think.	Most	are	in	the	form	of	apps	for	mobile	or	tablet,	but	there	are	also	desktop	and	web-based	applications	which	will	perform	very	capably.	Here	goes...01.	GIMP	GIMP	is	a	popular	open-source	photo	editing	software
Platform:	Linux,	Windows,	MacAn	open-source	photo	editor	that	debuted	on	Unix-based	platforms,	GIMP	stands	for	GNU	Image	Manipulation	Program.	Today	it's	available	in	versions	for	Linux,	Windows,	and	Mac.	GIMP	offers	a	wide	toolset	-	everything	you're	accustomed	to	is	within	easy	reach,	including	painting	tools,	colour	correction,	cloning,
selection,	and	enhancement.The	team	that	oversees	development	has	worked	hard	to	ensure	compatibility	too,	so	you'll	be	able	to	work	with	all	the	popular	file	formats	without	any	trouble	at	all.	You'll	also	find	a	very	capable	file	manager	built	in,	along	similar	lines	to	Adobe's	Bridge.Chasys	Draw	IES	is	not	so	much	a	photo	editor	but	a	full	suite	of
editing	applications.	The	very	capable	layer-based	image	editor	has	a	stack	of	essential	features,	including	several	paint	and	drawing	tools,	special	effects,	extensive	colour	and	lighting	adjustments,	Photoshop	plugin	support,	and	much	more.Throw	the	rest	of	the	suite	into	the	mix	and	you	can	create	animations,	CD	or	DVD	labels,	icons	and	cursors,
or	capture	videos	of	desktop	activity.	With	a	RAW	file	processor,	image	viewer	and	converter	also	included,	Chasys	Draw	IES	is	UAC	aware	and	is	designed	to	take	advantage	of	multi-core	processors,	touch-screens	and	pen-input	devices,	which	all	adds	up	to	an	impressive	free	package.03.	Photo	Editor	by	Aviary	(opens	in	new	tab)	Aviary	strikes	a
balance	between	serious	photo	editor	and	playful	app	Platform:	Windows	8,	iOS,	AndroidAviary	is	a	very	pleasantly	designed	app	that	strikes	the	perfect	balance	between	serious	photo-editing	and	playful	photo-decoration	functions	without	looking	bland	or	childish.	Perhaps	because	it's	quite	new,	the	selection	of	filters	and	stickers	are	fairly	small,	so
any	future	updates	would	give	this	app	great	room	for	play.04.	Paint.net	For	photo	editing,	free	Windows	tool	Paint.net	is	an	excellent	option	Paint.net	is	a	surprisingly	capable	and	useful	tool,	available	completely	free	of	charge.	The	focus	is	on	ease	of	use,	and	there's	a	definite	tendancy	towards	photo	editing	rather	than	artistic	creation.	That	said,



there	are	a	range	of	special	effects	available,	allowing	you	to	easily	create	fake	perspective,	blend	and	push	pixels	around	the	canvas,	tile	and	repeat	selections,	and	so	on.A	good	range	of	selection	tools,	support	for	layers,	and	adjustments	such	as	curves	and	brightness/contrast	mean	that	Paint.net	is	a	great	alternative	to	Photoshop	for	photo	editing,
especially	if	you	can	do	without	some	of	the	more	recent	additions	to	Photoshop's	toolset.05.	Sumopaint	Sumopaint	works	in	the	browser,	and	requires	Adobe	Flash	to	use	Platform:	Web	browser	(requires	Adobe	Flash	Player)Sumopaint	is	a	highly	capable	browser-based	image	editor.	All	the	standard	features	you'd	expect	from	a	desktop	tool	are
present	and	correct,	although	you	need	the	Adobe	Flash	Player	to	use	this	tool,	so	you're	not	going	be	using	Sumopaint	on	your	iPad.The	standard	range	of	tools	and	adjustments	you'd	expect	are	all	included.	Brushes,	pencils,	shapes,	text,	cloning,	gradients,	etc	are	all	quickly	accessed	from	the	Photoshop-esque	floating	toolbar.	It	can	also	open	saved
documents	from	your	hard	drive,	making	Sumopaint	a	perfectly	viable	option	for	editing	and	reediting.There	are,	however,	limitations	that	will	put	off	some	users.	The	most	important	of	these	is	that	the	editor	appears	to	be	RGB	only,	limiting	its	use	to	screen-destined	artwork	only.	No	CMYK,	Lab	or	other	colour	models	to	be	found	here.06.	Pixlr
(opens	in	new	tab)	Pixlr's	mobile	photo	editing	software	comes	with	more	than	600	effects	Platform:	iOS,	Android,	web	browserPixlr	claims	to	be	"the	most	popular	online	photo	editor	in	the	world",	which	may	have	something	to	do	with	the	fact	that	it's	free.	But	it	also	boasts	more	than	600	effects,	overlays,	and	borders	and	lets	you	do	all	the	main
things	you'd	expect	from	a	photo	editor,	from	cropping	and	re-sizing	to	removing	red-eye	and	whitening	teeth.And	if	you're	used	to	using	Photoshop,	then	you'll	find	Pixlr's	user	interface	easy	to	pick	up	quickly,	as	it's	very	similar.07.	PhoXo	(opens	in	new	tab)	PhoXo	is	described	as	a	'mini-Photoshop',	and	with	good	reason:	features	include	layers,
undo,	over	50	special	effects,	batch	processing,	and	a	wide	variety	of	useful	and	powerful	tools	for	selecting,	crop,	painting,	retouching,	measuring	and	navigation.Particularly	useful	for	creative	pros	is	the	ability	to	add	a	custom	watermark	to	an	entire	folder	of	images,	but	the	whole	family	will	enjoy	the	thousands	of	free	clip-art,	frames,	patterns,
textures	and	shapes,	image	transformations,	effects	and	more.08.	Pixbuilder	Studio	(opens	in	new	tab)	PixBuilder	Studio	eschews	novelty	features	for	what	it	likes	to	describe	as	"professional	quality	features".	So	you	get	the	likes	of	layer	support,	crop,	resize	and	rotate	options,	cloning,	colour	management	tools,	sharpness	and	blur	filters	and
more.The	application	also	includes	customisable	keyboard	shortcuts	to	improve	your	productivity	and	the	instantly	familiar	interface	is	a	pleasure	to	use.Related	article:The	best	laptops	for	graphic	design	(opens	in	new	tab)	Play	All	Follow	Matador	onVimeoFollow	Matador	on	YouTube	Adventurer	and	filmmaker	Felix	Starck	cycled	18,000km	through
22	countries	and	four	continents	in	one	year.	Untrained,	with	55kg	of	baggage	and	camera	equipment,	he	cycled	into	the	unknown.	Setbacks	such	as	pneumonia,	separation	from	his	travel	partner,	a	robbery	in	Cambodia,	and	the	death	of	his	grandfather	made	the	journey	tortuous	at	times.	But	he	maintained	his	drive	to	complete	the	journey	and	was
rewarded	with	incredible	hospitality	from	people	around	the	world.	He	had	his	share	of	surreal	moments	as	well:	wild	elephants	in	the	jungle,	New	Year’s	Eve	in	Bangkok,	geysers	in	New	Zealand,	Times	Square	in	New	York.	Bottom	line:	He	discovered	the	world	on	his	own	terms.	*	*	*	AZ:	Who	were	you	before	your	journey?	FS:	Actually,	everything
was	perfect	—	but	something	was	missing.	The	meaning	of	life?	Perhaps.	I’ve	always	been	an	adventurer,	but	this	was	really	my	first	big	trip.	What	made	you	decide	to	just	go?	I’ve	always	wanted	to	travel	the	world	and	break	out	of	the	system	for	a	while,	but	I	didn’t	like	the	usual	backpacking	way	so	I	thought	of	something	else.	In	the	beginning	I
was	joking	around	with	my	friends	and	nobody	was	serious	about	it	—	the	day	after	I	woke	up	and	wanted	to	know	if	I	would	be	able	to	actually	do	this.	So	I	started	to	plan	this	trip	and	three	months	after	I	was	on	the	road	heading	east	towards	Turkey.	Now	I	ask	myself	a	lot:	Why	did	I	do	this?	To	meet	people	and	get	to	know	different	cultures	in	this
world	—	I	definitely	did	that!	It	was	the	best	decision	of	my	life.	Did	you	plan	the	trip	ahead	or	was	most	of	it	spontaneous?	At	first	I	wanted	to	be	on	the	road	for	two	years,	but	after	a	few	days	I	realized	planning	a	trip	like	that	in	advance	is	absolute	nonsense.	Strangely,	you	feel	much	more	relaxed	if	you	do	not	know	where	you	will	be	in	the	going	in
the	next	few	days.	Of	course	you	need	a	direction	in	which	to	go,	but	I	just	went	where	I	felt	like,	and	if	I	liked	it,	I	stayed	for	a	while.	The	journey	is	the	reward.	Filmmaker	Casey	Neistat	said,	“The	adventure	doesn’t	begin	until	something	goes	wrong.”	I	totally	agree.	What	were	the	most	difficult	things	you	had	to	deal	with?	Being	alone	for	such	a	long
time	wasn’t	easy	at	all.	I	had	company	now	and	then	from	my	family	and	some	friends,	but	only	for	a	short	periods.	I	learned	on	this	trip,	that	I’m	not	the	guy	who	can	travel	solo,	but	I	still	wanted	to	finish	it	and	that’s	what	made	me	stronger.	Asian	countries	are	pretty	tough	to	cycle	because	of	the	crazy	weather	and	bad	traffic.	One	day	I	cycled	in	the
north	of	Cambodia	when	it	was	44	degrees	Celsius	in	the	shade.	But	I	was	under	the	sun	and	had	to	endure	over	60	degrees	Celsius	heat!	I	drank	over	18	liters	of	water	that	day	and	almost	collapsed.	Most	truck	drivers	in	Cambodia	barely	sleep	because	they	need	to	make	money	to	survive.	They	take	drugs	to	keep	themselves	awake.	This	is	when	it
gets	too	dangerous	for	a	cyclist	like	me.	Sometimes	I	didn’t	even	hear	them	coming	because	of	the	loud	headwind.	Suddenly	without	any	warning,	this	huge	truck	just	passes	you	at	100km/h	and	only	about	20cm	distance.	Sometimes	I’d	fall	off	the	bike	because	of	the	wind	it	generates.	Really	not	a	great	area	to	cycle	in,	but	those	moments	made	it
unforgettable.	I	was	also	robbed	by	the	police	in	Cambodia	once.	I	stopped	at	a	police	station	to	ask	If	I’m	allowed	to	sleep	here	and	they	agreed.	I	kind	of	had	a	weird	feeling	about	the	situation	but	put	up	my	mosquito	net	and	just	slept.	Next	morning	five	cops	came	and	wanted	all	of	my	cash	—	$400	total.	They	took	it,	threw	my	wallet	in	the	sand,
and	told	me	to	get	lost.	They	even	said	“Thank	you.”	It	is	important	to	not	lose	trust	in	the	nation	after	an	incident	such	as	this,	because	there	are	idiots	everywhere.	But	I	had	so	many	good	experiences	that	I	barely	think	about	the	hard	ones.	What	were	the	best	realizations	or	lessons	you’ve	learned?	There	were	so	many,	but	after	all	I	gotta	say	the
kindness	of	strangers	everywhere	in	this	world.	I	got	invitations	countless	times	and	this	was	the	reason	that	kept	me	going.	First	day	I	left	home,	an	elderly	woman	saw	me	setting	up	my	tent	and	stopped	me.	She	invited	me	to	her	guest	room,	made	dinner	and	breakfast	for	me	and	we	are	still	in	contact.	I	had	a	hundred	other	cases	like	this.
Unbelievable	how	kind	our	species	is.	I	always	try	to	enjoy	the	moment.	This	trip	made	me	the	man	I	am	today	—	more	relaxed,	joyful	and	generous	than	I	was	before.	There	is	so	much	misery	in	this	world,	especially	in	countries	like	Macedonia,	Serbia,	Laos	or	Cambodia,	but	the	people	there	are	still	happy	and	smile	at	you	and	wave	when	you	pass
them	on	the	bike.	Here	in	Germany,	most	people	are	career-oriented	and	everyone	lives	in	a	system	where	it’s	more	about	what	you	have	than	what	you	are,	but	I	can’t	live	that	life	anymore	—	not	after	such	a	trip!	Did	you	find	what	you	were	looking	for?	Definitely	—	I’m	sure	I	wouldn’t	have	found	it	if	I	stuck	to	my	“normal	life”!	The	70-minute
documentary	captures	his	epic	journey	and	will	be	available	soon	as	a	DVD	and	as	a	download	at	www.pedal-the-world.com.	The	trip	was	completely	funded	by	Felix,	and	he	has	pledged	to	donate	all	profits	to	the	World	Wildlife	Foundation.
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