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Conditional sentences rules

   Mobile A conditional sentence is a sentence containing the word if. There are three common types* of conditional sentence: if clause > present simple tense : main clause > future tense (will) If you help me, I will help you. If I win the lottery, I will buy a new car. If it snows tomorrow, we will go skiing. if clause > past simple tense : main
clause > would If you knew her, you would agree with me. If I won the lottery, I would buy a new car. If it snowed tomorrow, we would go skiing. if clause > past perfect tense : main clause > would have If you had helped me, I would have helped you. If I had won the lottery, I would have bought a new car. If it had snowed yesterday, we
would have gone skiing. Of course, it is possible to start conditional sentences with the main clause: I will buy a new car if I win the lottery. I would buy a new car if I won the lottery. I would have bought a new car if I had won the lottery. English speakers choose one of the three conditional structures as follows: Conditional one - to express
a simple statement of fact or intent I will buy a new car if I win the lottery. I will go home if you don't stop criticizing me. You will fail your exams if you don't start working harder. She will lose all her friends if she continues to talk about them behind their backs. Conditional two - to refer to a present unreal situation or to a situation in the
future that the speaker thinks is unlikely to happen If I had a lot of money, I would buy a new car. (but I don't have a lot of money) If I were you, I would tell him you're sorry. (but I am not you) If I won the lottery, I would buy a new house. (but I don't expect to win the lottery) If it snowed tomorrow, we would go skiing. (but I don't have much
hope that it will snow) Conditional three - to refer to the past and situations that did not happen If it had snowed yesterday, we would have gone skiing. (but it didn't snow, so we didn't go skiing) If you had studied harder, you would have passed your test. (but you didn't study hard, so you didn't pass your test) If I had known that, I would
have told you. (but I didn't know, so I didn't tell you) If she hadn't been driving slowly, she would have had an accident. (but she was driving slowly, so she didn't have an accident) * Note: The way native speakers of English express conditions (use if-clauses) is much more varied than the 3 rigid combinations of tenses exemplified on this
page. Learners should consult a good grammar reference work for a deeper understanding of this complex aspect of English grammar. Do a quiz on this grammar topic. Grammar explains the way that words are organized into sentences. Not all English sentences follow grammar “rules.” However, there are sentence structures you can
learn that make it easier for you to express your thoughts and feel more confident speaking English. Conditional sentences are one of these structures. A sentence structure is a specific order of words that native speakers recognize and understand as correct. What is a conditional sentence in English? In English, conditional is not a tense.
It is a sentence structure. It is a way of organizing words in a sentence. A condition is something that you must do, or a situation that must exist, in order for something else to happen. It is something that must happen before a 2nd thing happens. Conditional is the adjective form of condition. It means that something is necessary, or
something must be true, or something must happen, before another thing can happen. Conditional is a name used in English grammar textbooks for a group of sentence structures that contain the conjunction if. A conditional sentence is used in English to talk about a result that may happen only if a condition happens first. IMPORTANT:
Not all sentences that contain the word if are conditional sentences. If is a conjunction. It can be used in other sentences the same way as any conjunction. What is the if-clause? Conditional sentences are examples of complex sentences. A complex sentence has two parts. These two parts are called clauses. A clause is any part of a
sentence with a subject and a verb. (A sentence consists of one or more clauses.) The two clauses in a complex sentence are the main clause (also called the independent clause), and the dependent clause (also called the subordinate clause). If is a conjunction. A conjunction joins two clauses or sentences together into one longer
sentence. The if-clause is one part of a conditional sentence. It is also called the condition clause. It defines the event or situation that must happen or must be true. The if-clause is a dependent clause. It is not a complete sentence by itself. It must be used as part of a longer sentence with another clause. It is dependent on the other part
of the conditional sentence. What is the result-clause? The second part of a conditional sentence is the result- or main-clause. This is what happens after the event in the if-clause occurs. It is also an independent clause. It is a complete sentence by itself. REMEMBER: When the if-clause is at the beginning of a sentence, use a comma to
separate the if-clause and the result-clause. When the result-clause is first, you don’t need to use a comma. Why are conditional sentences so important? Conditional sentences are taught in English classes and in English textbooks because they are easy teach. “Rules” are always easy to teach, and they are easy to mark right or wrong
on a test. It’s important to remember that conditional sentences are just one category of sentences in English. However, each of the conditional sentence structures is used in a variety of situations, and that’s why they are important. There are four different conditional sentence structures: It’s a waste of time to try and remember every
single grammar “rule.” What’s important is learning when to use these sentences. You don’t have to make up your own conditional sentences. You don’t have to guess when you use a conditional sentence.   Want more lessons on conditional sentences? Click on the links above, or click on the red conditionals link below where it says
Tagged With Conditional sentences consist of a main clause and a conditional clause (sometimes called an if-clause). The conditional clause usually begins with if or unless. The conditional clause can come before or after the main clause.We’ll be late if we don’t leave now.We’ll be late unless we leave now.If we don’t leave now, we’ll be
late.Unless we leave now, we’ll be late.There are three main types of conditional sentence.Type 1The main clause uses will, can, may, or might + the base form of a main verb. The if-clause uses the present simple tense.If you take the first bus, you’ll get there on time.She’ll be cold if she doesn’t wear a coat.If you need more helpers, I
can try and get some time off work.Type 1 sentences refer to the future. They suggest that the action in the main clause is quite likely to happen.They will not finish their homework unless they start now.If you book early, you will get a seat.The use of the modal verb may or might in the main clause suggests that there is some doubt
whether the main verb action will be achieved.If you book early, you may get a seat.Mary might deliver your parcel, if you ask her.Type 2The main clause uses would, could, or might + the base form of a main verb. The if-clause uses the past simple tenseIf Jim lent us his car, we could go to the party.We would save £3.50 a day if we
didn’t eat any lunch.If burglars broke into my house, they wouldn’t find any money.Would you be very angry if I failed my exam?or the past subjunctive.If I were you, I’d phone her straight away.Type 2 sentences refer to an imaginary situation. They imply that the action in the if-clause will probably not happen.If I won the lottery, I would buy
a house in France. (…but I don’t think I’ll win the lottery.)If you didn’t spend all your money on lottery tickets, you could afford a holiday. (…but you do spend all your money on lottery tickets.)The past subjunctive is often used when giving advice to someone, especially about what the person should do.If I were you, I’d tell them the
truth.Type 3The main clause uses would, could, or might + have + the past participle of a main verb. The if-clause uses the past perfect tense.We could have had a longer holiday, if we hadn’t spent so much money on the house.If I had known about the exam, I would have paid more attention in class.In Type 3 sentences the speaker is
looking back from the present to a past time and event. The speaker is talking about what might have happened but did not, either because the wrong thing was done or because nothing was done. This type of sentence is used when making excuses, showing regret, blaming, or giving an explanation.Conditional clauses can also be used
to talk about consequences, or to give an opinion about a situation in the following ways:The if-clause uses the present simple tense and the main clause uses the present simple tense. This is used to refer to universal truths.If you heat water to 100°C, it boils.Plants die if they don’t get enough water.The if-clause uses the present simple
tense and the main clause is in the imperative. This is used to give advice or orders for particular situations or sets of circumstances.If the alarm goes off, make your way outside to the car park.If a red light shows here, switch off the machine.The if-clause uses the present continuous or present simple tense and the main clause uses a
modal verb. This is used to make suggestions and give advice.If you’re thinking of buying a lawnmower, you could try mine first.You should turn down his radio if you don’t want the neighboursto complain.The if-clause uses will/would and the main clause uses a modal verb.This is used to make a request or to give a polite order.If you’ll
wait a minute, the doctor can see you.If you would sign here, please, I’ll be able to send you the books.Note that a ’d in the main clause is the contracted form of would. However, a ’d in an if-clause is the contracted form of had.I’d have gone if he’d invited me.I would have gone if he had invited me.I would’ve gone if he’d invited me.In the
main clause the contracted forms of the modals used in speech and informal writing are:I’d haveorI would’veI could’ve      I might’ve PreviousNext New from Collins conditional sentences rules pdf. conditional sentences rules in bangla. conditional sentences rules in hindi. conditional sentences rules with examples. conditional sentences
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